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A TREATISE 0N‘ 


•agents, with the fame certainty as others would go thirty miles, 
one fyftem being preferved throughout*. 

The perquifites of the agent, already hated, would be fufficient 
to warrant the company in demanding a bond to a confiderable 
amount for the true performance of his office ; the company would 
be refponfible to the freighter for any Ioffes, and the agent anfwer- 
able to the company for negledl : this would not only link the va- 
rious ponds of canal together, but would produce a continued 
chain of felf-intereft, the moft prevailing ftimulus to urge men to 
be a6tive, and do what is right ; the agent’s emoluments arifing 
out of the tons conveyed, I conceive to be much better than a fixed 
lalary ; as his profits will, in fome degree, depend on his attention : 
which attention might be the means of influencing proprietors of 
goods to fend articles on the canals that might otherwife be tranf- 
ported by different means. 

Hence, oven by this plan, I fee no difficulty in conveying goods 
into the moft diftant, and lefs important, parts of the countiy ; 
and time, with concurrent circumftanees, will no doubt infinitely 
improve this method. 

•’ # ... < Vb 5 : 

* It has been obferved, that fome difficulty would attend fending goods to diftant parts by 

thefe boats, as a man could not follow his property, or appoint a perfon to accompany it, 
in' confequence of paffing through fuch various hands and boatmen ; but the fame objection 
might arife againft the finding of game to London ; a man might fay he could not go with 
the. game to fee it delivered.: but, what is much better, agency performs this part of the bu- 
fijiefs, nor do 1 know any .conveyance where property is followed or accompanied by the 
proprietor. Property is given to the care of others, who are refponfible for the delivery 
into fafe hands ; letters, for ‘inftance, which pafs through the various poft-offices, are by 
their ftze much more liable to mifcarriage ormiftake, from agency, than a four-ton boat, or 
goods conveyed by it; yet cuftom has rendered the transfer of letters perfectly eafy and 
•fecure, millions of property being conveyed by letters* circulated into the moft obfcure parts 

the country every week, ' 


CANAL NAVIGATION. 6 3 

To this regularity, I conceive expedition will, in many cafes, 
be added, as before mentioned of the market, paffage, and dif- 
patcb boats. Many valuable kinds of merchandize will beat fome 
additional expence in carriage ; and it may be of more importance 
to the merchant to have them in market, in a given time, than to 
fave the difference in expence between the flow and the more 
rapid conveyance. 

I w iU therefore fuppofe a canal from the great trading town of 
Manchefter to London, diftant 182 miles, to which add 38 miles 
for the bonds, amounting to 220 miles, and on this length of 
canal twenty-two agents, one to every ten miles. 

A carrier at London,, or at Manchefter, we fuppofe to have his 
difpatch-boats ready, which, containing from four to five tons, 
might be conveyed at the rate of fix miles per hour, by one horfe; 
as they would arrive periodically, each machine-man would know 
when to look for them ? and the boatmen on the various ponds, 
in like manner, would be prepared with their horfes, flmilar to 
the operation with the ftage-coaches ; the boat, thus navigated, 
would arrive at London, or at Manchefter, in about forty hours ; 
of which the expence would be nearly as follows. Allowing one 
horfe to navigate a boat ten miles forwards, and ten back, in 
twenty-four hours, the horfe and driver may be eftimated at fix 
{hillings, all cafualties included ; which will amount to three ftiil- 
lings per boat for ten miles, and the total expence of ten miles will 
ftand thus : : 
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